
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Heusner News 
November 2021 

This election season, each of us has a vote to 

cast to help determine our local leaders. 

Everyone’s voice needs to be heard. Voters can 

check their registration, register to vote or 

request a mail ballot by going to the Saline 

County Elections Office webpage, 
https://www.saline.org/Departments/Elections-Office.  

 

Upcoming Dates: 

November 1st: Site Council 12:00-1:00pm & PTA Meeting 7:00 

November 2nd & 3rd: Scholastic Book Fair @ Heusner Library 

November 10th: School Picture Retakes 

November 18th: 3rd Grade Music Program 6:00 & 6:45pm 

November 24th-26th: NO SCHOOL-THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 

December 2nd: Math & Reading Night 6:00pm 

December 6th: PTA Meeting 7:00pm 

December 7th: 4th Grade Music Program 6:00, 6:30 & 7:00pm 

December 9th: Orchestra Concert @ CHS 7:00pm 

December 20th: Parents Authentic Presentations  

December 21st: Winter Class Parties 

December 22nd: NO SCHOOL-TEACHER WORK DAY 

December 22nd- January 4th: WINTER BREAK 

January 5th: Classes Resume 

Heusner Parents, 
Save the Date! Our annual Reading and Math 
Night is coming up on Thursday, December 2nd 
from 6-7 pm.  Parents and students are invited 
to come to school that night to experience The 
Polar Express with themed reading and math 
activities at all grade levels, a book stop station, 
photo booth, snack station, many community 
resources for parents to connect with, lots of 
door prizes, and maybe even a visit from the 
train conductor himself!  During that school day, 
students will get to enjoy a reading of the book, 
tour the decorated hallways of Heusner and 
watch the movie during lunch. We hope you can 
make it! 

https://www.saline.org/Departments/Elections-Office


 
 

Specials Information 
P.E. with Mr. Stalcup  

In P.E grades 3rd – 5th will be finishing up their fitness gram testing with the 20 meter pacer test and 

will have a make-up day. Moving forward, we will be working on our  locomotion fitness, volleying skills, 

and manipulation skills. 

Counseling with Mrs. Neuberger 
This month, we have been focusing on anti-bullying lessons in counseling. The last week of October, we showed our school spirit by 

wearing crazy hair & clothes, tie dye, our favorite sports teams, and pajama day. Each class participated in creating a team poster, 

coloring pages & made lists of healthy choices to keep our bodies safe. The winners were selected by staff members and one class 

from each grade level got to choose a prize (doughnut day, extra recess, popcorn & movie party).  

 

Music Notes from Ms. Cash: 
The music room is alive with Spooky Sounds! All classes are working on exploring Spooky sounds versus Happy Sounds (minor 

versus major chords in music).  We have used our voices, the vibraslap, flexitone and other pitched instruments to accompany 

our Halloween and Fall songs.  Fifth grade students have recently begun learning and playing the ukulele.   

Upcoming Music Programs:  

3rd grade: November 18 @  6:00 pm Miss Bryson & Mrs. Hill’s classes 

     6:45 pm Griffin/DeLaRosa  

 4th grade: December 7 @  6:00 pm Miss Moyer’s Class 

     6:30 Mrs. Billinger’s Class 

     7:00 Miss Weis’ Class 

Library with Mrs. J 
We’re excited to invite you to our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair, which will take place in our Heusner library on:  
Tuesday, November 2nd from 3:30-4:30pm  
Wednesday, November 3rd from 3:30-4:30pm & 6:30-7:30pm  
If you can’t make it to the fair, then shop online at our school’s virtual book fair. All orders ship directly to your home, 
and shipping is free for book orders over $25. Your online orders will also benefit our school:  
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/heusnerelementaryschool1  

We’re excited to celebrate our love of books together at the Book Fair. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Science/social studies with Mrs. HooveR 

October was a busy month in the science lab! November looks to be a great one also!  5th grade will be taking a look at 

how water and the Earth work together.  4th grade is working on Earth Systems.  3rd grade is starting the weather unit.  

2nd grade is looking at how land changes over time.  1st grade is looking at space systems.  Kindergarten will be learning 

about how sunlight impacts the Earth.   

Thank you to all the 2nd grade parents who helped their kiddos build bird feeders.  What amazing engineers we have 
growing! 
 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving! ~Mrs. Hoover 



 
 

Thanksgiving Math at Home  

How many people are coming over? How much food should we 

buy? How many pies should we make so each person gets a piece? 

Many families prepare large meals for their family and friends; so it 

can be the perfect time to involve your children in dinner 

preparation to incorporate real-life conceptual understanding of 

mathematics. Here are some activities! 

1. Have your child determine what size turkey you need to feed everyone coming for dinner. (How 

many pounds should you purchase if you have 10 people attending and ½ pound per person?) 

2. Review elapsed time by helping your child write down the times that the turkey went into the oven 

and the time it came out. Younger children might need a little help calculating the number of hours if 

it crosses a 12. 

3. Setting the table. Simply counting out forks, knives and spoons can be helpful practice for many early 

learners. 

4. Math with pies can be extra fun! If everyone eats 1/8th of a pie, how many pies do you need to serve 

14 people? If you have 8 slices of pie, and two are left over, what fraction of pie is left over? 

Incorporating math into everyday activities can help strengthen a child’s conceptual understanding. 

What activities do you do at home that encourage math learning?          

Ready for a Thanksgiving brain teaser? 

 
  



 
 
OSCAR NEWS: 

Our school had 123 students that participated in the September OSCAR activities! Thank you for encouraging 

and supporting your child on completing these activities.  

10 Benefits of Reading 
1. Kids who read often and widely get better at it After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything we 
humans do and reading is no different from anything else. 
 
2. Reading exercises our brains. Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain than, say, watching 
TV is. Reading strengthens brain connections and actually builds new connections. 
 
3. Reading improves concentration. Children have to sit still and quietly so they can focus on the story when 
they’re reading. If they read regularly, they develop the ability to do this for longer periods. 
 
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. Through reading, children learn about people, 
places and events outside their own experience. They are exposed to ways of life, ideas and beliefs about the 
world which may be different from those which surround them. This learning is important for its own sake 
however it also builds a store of background knowledge which helps younger children learn to read 
confidently and well. 
 
5. Reading improves a child’s vocabulary and leads to more highly-developed language skills. This is because 
children learn new words as they read but also because they unconsciously absorb information as they read 
about things like how to structure sentences and how to use words and language effectively. 
 
6. Reading develops a child’s imagination. This is because when we read our brains translate the descriptions 
we read of people, places and things into pictures. When we’re engaged in a story, we’re also imagining how 
the characters are feeling. We use our own experiences to imagine how we would feel in the same situation. 
 
7. Reading helps kids develop empathy. 
 
8. Children who read do better at school. And they don’t just do better at subjects like reading, English and 
history. They do better at all subjects and they do better all the way through school. 
 
9. Reading is a great form of entertainment. A paperback book or an e-reader like the Amazon Kindle doesn’t 
take up much space so you can take it anywhere and you’ll never be lonely or bored if you have a book in your 
bag. 
 
10. Reading relaxes the body and calms the mind. This is an important point because these days, we seem to 
have forgotten how to relax and especially how to be silent. The constant movement, flashing lights and 
noises bombard our senses when we’re watching TV, looking at a computer or playing an electronic game, and 
are actually quite stressful for our brains. When we read, we read in silence and the black print on a white 
page is much less stressful for our eyes and brains. 
 
--article taken from Children’s Educational Services 

 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print 2 copies of this sheet to 

get your “pizza” started! Follow 

instructions on previous page  



 
 
Below you will find a copy of the Heusner Parent Involvement Policy as created by the Heusner Parent Advisory 

Council.  The Heusner Parent Advisory Council set the focus for students, teachers and staff for the 2021-22 school year 

to be on Social Emotional Learning for students. We appreciate our parent leaders that helped to serve on this council.   

 

Heusner Elementary School Parent Involvement Policy 2021-22 

The Heusner Community is committed to creating a respectful and engaging environment that inspires the love of 

lifelong learning where all students will become powerful thinkers, effective collaborators, and empathetic citizens 

in preparation for a successful future. 

Students are our first priority, therefore… 

● We believe that all students should experience and achieve success. 
● We believe in being innovative to ensure student success. 
● We believe in the importance of building relationships and developing the whole child to impact school 

success. 

 In January of 2008, the Kansas State Board of Education, (KSBE), endorsed the six National Standards for Family-

School Partnerships (NSFSP) to promote parent involvement in all KS districts and schools. Heusner Elementary will 

incorporate these standards into their parent involvement policy to promote parent involvement. These standards include: 

(1) Welcoming all families into the school community, (2) Communicating effectively, (3) Supporting student 

success, (4) Speaking up for every child, (5) Sharing power, (6) Collaborating with community. 

PART I. SCHOOL PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY REQUIRED COMPONENTS 

A. Heusner Elementary will jointly develop/revise with parents the school parent involvement policy and distribute it to 

parents of participating children and make available the parent involvement policy to the local community.  (NSFSP: 1-

6.)   

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Title 1 Information & School 

Compact 

 Group Conferences August 26 

Parent Teacher Conferences in 

September 15 & 16 and February 16 

& 17 

Lori Munsell & Sandi Renz 

 

Title 1 Information in 

Newsletter 

 September, November, February  Lori Munsell  

 

Family School Compact 

Feedback/Revision 

 Parent Advisory Council Meetings in 

October 

Teachers and Parent Advisory Council 

Parent Involvement Policy 

Revision 

Parent Advisory Council Meetings in 

October 

Parent Advisory Council – Lori Munsell, 

Sandi Renz, JaNae Basinger, Jen 

Marshall 

Share with the Heusner Site 

Council 

November Sandi Renz 

Put on Heusner Website  October  Danielle Frazier 



 
 
B. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be invited and 

encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s participation under this part and to explain the requirements of 

this part, and the right of the parents to be involved; (NSFSP: 1,2,4) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Title 1 Informational 

Meeting  

August 26th Group Conferences 

 

Site Council - October 

Lori Munsell and Sandi 

Renz 

 

C. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds 

provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement; 
(NSFSP: 1, 2)   

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

September 15-16 Candy Johnson 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

February 16-17 Candy Johnson 

Math Parents Visit Math 

Classrooms 

October 6th Jen Marshall 

Social Emotional Learning 

Nights 

 November 9 and November 

11 

Julie Clayson , Alexys 

Neuburger, Erica Moyer 

Authentic Reading 

Presentations 

December 20th  JaNae Basinger 

Math and Reading Night December 2nd JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 

Family Marathon Nights August 26th and September 

7th 

Jack Stalcup 

Parent Advisory Council  October 7th and 21st Lori Munsell, Sandi Renz, 

JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 

Family Stem Day 

 

April 20    Anna Albers 

 



 
 
D. Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of the school 

policy under section 1112, schoolwide under section 1114 and the process of the school review and improvement under 

section 1116. (NSFSP: 2, 3, 5) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Site Council November 2nd   Lori Munsell & Sandi Renz 

Parent Survey and Feedback on Family 

Engagement Activities and PTA 

Standards 

Last 2 weeks in 

September 

Lori Munsell 

Parent Advisory Council and Families 

assessed where Heusner is at on the 

Family, Business and Community 

Partnership rubric.   

October 7th and 

October 21st 

Lori Munsell, Sandi Renz, JaNae 

Basinger and Jen Marshall 

 

 



 
 
E. Provide parents of participating children – 

a. timely information about programs under this part; 
b. a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure 

student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and 

c. if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in 

decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practically possible. 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Newsletter Monthly – School 

Weekly/Monthly - 

Classrooms 

Lori Munsell  

Classroom teachers 

E-mail Continuously Lori Munsell / Classroom 

Teachers 

Mastery Connect Reports for Math and 

Reading 

 Every Quarter JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 

Individual Conferences September and February JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 

KS Assessment Reports, ACT Reports April/May Sandi Renz 

MTSS Parent Meetings Weekly Sandi Renz 

(NSFSP: 2, 3, 5) 

E. If the schoolwide program policy is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent 

comments on the policy when the school makes the policy available to the local educational agency. (NSFSP: 5) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

E-mail Continuously Lori Munsell 

Parent Advisory Council October Lori Munsell 

Parent Survey Feedback September Sandi Renz 

 

F. Heusner Elementary will inform parents and parental organizations of the purpose and existence of the Parental 

Information and Resource Center in Kansas (i.e., Kansas Parent Information Resource Center). (NSFSP: 6) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Parent Social Emotional Learning Nights November 9th and 

11th 

Julie Clayson and Alexys 

Neuburger and Erica 

Moyer 

 

 



 
 
PART II REQUIRED SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

As a component of the school-level parent involvement policy, each school shall jointly develop with parents for all 

children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will 

share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement. 

- Conduct a parent/teacher conference in elementary schools, annually (at a minimum), during which the compact shall be 

discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement; 

- Provide frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and 

- Provide parents with reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class and 

observation of classroom activities. (NSFSP: 2, 3, 5) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Family School Compact 

Revision 

 October 7th and 21st Parent Advisory Council and School 

Improvement Team 

Progress Reports Quarterly Entire Staff 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences  

August, September and 

February 

Classroom Teachers 

Family Support Team 

Meetings 

Weekly Meetings Sandi Renz 

Invite Parents to 

Reading, Math. 

Various Times During the 

Year  

JaNae Basigner,  Jen Marshall 

 

BUILDING CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS FOR INVOLVEMENT 

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the 

community to improve student academic achievement, each school and local educational agency assisted under this part – 

a. Shall provide assistance to the parents of children served by the school or local educational agency, as appropriate, in 

understanding such topics as the State’s academic content standards and State student academic achievement standards, 

State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with 

educators to improve the achievement of their children; (NSFSP: 2) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Handed out at the end of each quarter standards for 

each grade.  Listed in Mastery Connect. 

Quarterly JaNae Basinger  Jen 

Marshall 

Sent home in newsletters Monthly/Weekly JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 

 

 

 



 
 
b. Shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children’s achievement, 

such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement; (NSFSP: 3) 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Handed out at the end of each quarter standards for 

each grade.  Listed in Mastery Connect. 

Quarterly JaNae Basinger and 

Jen Marshall 

Sent home in newsletters Monthly/Weekly JaNae Basinger and 

Jen Marshall 

Parents Visit Math Classrooms. 

 

Reading Authentic Projects  

 

October 

 

December 

JaNae Basinger and 

Jen Marshall 

Parent Social Emotional Training Sessions November 9th 

and 11th 

Julie Clayson, Alexys 

Neuberger, Erica 

Moyer 

 

c. Shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value 

and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal 

partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school; (NSFSP: 5) 

Parent Advisory Council October 7th and 21st JaNae Basinger, Jen 

Marshall, Sandi Renz, 

Lori Munsell 

Parent training nights November 9th and 

11th 

Alexys Neuburger 

and Julie Clayson 

 

d. Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with 

Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the 

Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children; 

(NSFSP: 6) 

Parent training nights November 9th and 

11th 

Alexys Neuburger 

and Julie Clayson 

Pre school transition meetings April and May Alexys Neuburger, 

Julie Clayson, 

Kindergarten 

Teachers and Pre 

school teachers 

 

 

  



 
 
e. Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents 

of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents can understand; (NSFSP: 2) 

School Messenger As Needed Lori Munsell 

Newsletter Monthly – Schoolwide 

 

Tami Frank 

 

Interpreter Available As Needed Monica Cruz 

 

f. Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this as parents may request. 

(NSFSP: 1) 

Interpreter Available As Needed Amy Armstrong 

 

g. May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the 

effectiveness of such training; (NSFSP: 4, 5) 

h. May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the district has exhausted all other 

reasonably available sources of funding for such training; (NSFSP: 2, 3) 

i. May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including 

transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; 

(NSFSP: 1) 

j. May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents; (NSFSP: 1, 4) 

k. May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other 

educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at 

school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation;(NSFSP: 1) 

l. May adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement; (NSFSP: 1, 

4). May establish a district parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in 

programs supported under this section; (NSFSP: 5, 6)  

n. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities; and 

(NSFSP: 5, 6) 

Activity Date Due Contact person – Teachers and Administration. 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Parent Social Emotional Learning Session November 9th 

and 11th 

Julie Clayson and 

Alexys Neuburger and 

Erica Moyer 

Math Observations October 6th Jen Marshall 

Reading Observations  December 20th JaNae Basinger 

Reading and Math Game Night with Community 

Resources 

December 2nd JaNae Basinger and Jen 

Marshall 



 
 
PART III ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

In carrying out the parental involvement requirements of this part, districts and schools, to the extent practicable, shall 

provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with children with limited English proficiency, parents with 

children with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports in a 

format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents can understand. 

(NSFSP: 4) 

Activity Date Due Contact person – ELL Teacher and Interpreter and Administration. 

Activity Date Due Contact person 

Have interpreter available during school hours Ongoing Amy Armstrong 

Provide interpreter for individual parent conferences Ongoing Amy Armstrong 

 

PART IV ADOPTION 

This Heusner Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children 

participating, as evidenced by meeting minutes. 

 

The Parent Involvement Policy was developed by Heusner Elementary on 11/11/2014 and continues to be refined each 

year with a guiding coalition or Parent Advisory Council. The school will distribute this Parent Involvement Policy to all 

parents of participating children and make it available to the community on or before October of each school year. 

Lori Munsell 

(Signature of Principal) 

11/1/2021 

 

If you have any candid photos you’d like to see in this year’s 

edition of the Heusner Year book, please email them to 

tami.frank@usd305.com or hattie.reeves@usd305.com 

mailto:tami.frank@usd305.com
mailto:hattie.reeves@usd305.com

